THE NEW LIFE                        327

exactly were completed since the above-written appear-
ance of this most gracious being, on the last of those days
it happened that the same wonderful lady appeared to
me dressed all in pure white, between two gentle ladies
elder than she. And passing through a street, she
turned her eyes thither where I stood sorely abashed:
and by her unspeakable courtesy, which is now guerdoned
in the Great Cycle, she saluted me with so virtuous
a bearing that I seemed then and there to behold the
very limits of blessedness. The hour of her most sweet
salutation was exactly the ninth of that day; and
because it was the first time that any words from her
reached mine ears, I came into such sweetness that
I parted thence as one intoxicated. And betaking me
to the loneliness of mine own room, I fell to thinking
of this most courteous lady, thinking of whom I was
overtaken by a pleasant slumber, wherein a marvellous
vision was presented for me : for there appeared to he
in my room a mist of the colour of fire, within the which
I discerned the figure of a lord of terrible aspect to such
as should gaze upon him, but who seemed therewithal to
rejoice inwardly that it was a marvel to see. Speaking
he said many things, among the which I could under-
stand but few ; and of these, this : Ego dominus tuus.1
In his arms it seemed to me that a person was sleeping,
covered only with a blood-coloured cloth ; upon whom
looking very attentively, I knew that it was the lady
of the salutation who had deigned the day before to
salute me. And he who held her held also in his hand
a thing that was burning in flames ; and he said to me,
Vide cor tuum.2 But when he had remained'with me
a little while, I thought that he set himself to awaken
her that slept; after the which he made her to eat that
thing which flamed in his hand ; and she ate as one
fearing. Then, having waited again a space, all his
joy was turned into most bitter weeping ; and as he
wept he gathered the lady into his arms, and it seemed
to me that he went with her up towards heaven:
whereby such a great anguish came upon me that niy

1 * I am thy master.'                           2 * Behold thy heart.*